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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondenc address - 
P ri df r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 April 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-26 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) O The drawing(s) filed on 11 April 2000 is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment! s) 

1 ) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) [3 Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 . 6) □ Other: 
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PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 



Application/Control Ni^er: 09/547,294 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-26 have been examined. 



Paper Submitted 

2. It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and placed of 
record in the file: 

a. Change of Address as received on February 8 th , 2002. 

b. Information Disclosure Statements as received on April 29 th , 2002. 

Priority 

3. The drawings in this application are objected to by the Draftsperson as informal. Any 
drawing corrections requested, but not made in the prior application should be repeated in 
this application if such changes are still desired. If the drawings were changed and 
approved during the prosecution of the prior application, a petition may be filed under 37 
CFR LI 82 requesting the transfer of such drawings, provided the parent application has 
been abandoned. However, a copy of the drawings as originally filed must be included in 
the 37 CFR L60 application papers to indicate the original content. 



Drawings 

4. This application has been filed with informal drawings which are acceptable for 
examination purposes only. Formal drawings will be required when the application is 
allowed. 
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Specification 

5. The uses of several trademarks have been noted in this application. They should be 
capitalized wherever they appear and be accompanied by the generic terminology. 

"NetWareOE" in page 8 line 19, "NetscapeOE" and "MicorsoftOE" in page 12 lines 
25, the symbol "<E" is not cleared to the examiner, please correct them if they appeared 
to be typos or provide the meaning of the symbol the first time it appears in the 
disclosure. 

Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the proprietary 
nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent their use in any 
manner, which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 

6. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Page 14 line 26, the word "User's", should be changed to "Users". 

b. Page 17 line 26, "The attachment 1205" should be "The attachment 1250" 
based on Figure 12. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 7 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to set 
forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. 
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9. Referring to claim 7, claim 7 claimed a method dependent on claim 7 itself Claim cannot 
be dependent on the claim itself because there is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. The examiner views claim 7 is a dependent claim of claim 5 for 
further examination. 

10. Referring to claims 18 and 19 are dependent on each other, which are not allowable 
because there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. The 
examiner views claim 18 is a dependent claim of claim 17 for further examination. 

11. Referring to claim 20, claim 20 claimed a method dependent on claim 20 itself Claim 
cannot be dependent on the claim itself because there is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. The examiner views claim 20 is a dependent claim of claim 
18 for further examination. 

12. All dependent claims are rejected to as having the same deficiencies as the claims they 
depend from. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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14. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dynamic Accesss® Technology, 3COM Technical Paper, hereinafter Dynamic Access in 
views of Davis et al., US Patent Number 5,937,160 hereinafter Davis. 

15. Referring to claim 1, Dynamic Access has taught a method for updating a configuration 
specification of a computer, the method comprising the steps of: 

a. receiving a configuration file from administrator (page 10, col. 1, lines 29-30) 
containing location settings (page 10, col. 1, lines 17-22); 

b. writing location values corresponding to the location settings into the 
configuration specification of the computer (page 10, col. 1, lines 1-33.) 

DynamicAccess however has not explicitly taught the configuration is sent to the user 
through e-mail. 

However, Davis has explicitly taught that any non-text file could be included with an 
e-mail message as attachment. (Col 12, lines 43-45.) 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the main purpose 
of the invention is to allow the administrator to send configuration file to the client's 
computer. And using e-mail attachment has been a well-known method to send file from 
one computer to another. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for a person with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have an e-mail containing location settings encoded in an 
attachment, and let the user to receive the e-mail and to have the user's computer 
configured by opening the attachment as taught by Davis, because e-mail attachment has 
been a well-known method to communicating files between computers. 
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16. Referring to claim 2, Dynamic Access in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 1, Dynamic Access in views of Davis had further included the 
configuration includes a destination of a location name corresponding to the 
configuration specification (page 10, configuration sending from the administrator to the 
remote site must contain the destination for the location name corresponding to the 
configuration specification, otherwise the invention would not work for its purpose;) and 
wherein configuration specification of the computer corresponds to the location name, 
(page 1, the configuration is set by the administrator for a particular computer at a 
particular location so the client could work properly at the location and it is the whole 
purpose of Dynamic Access's invention, therefore the configuration specification of the 
computer must corresponds to the location name.) 

17. Referring to claim 3, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 1, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings are 
generically defined so as to apply to a variety of operating systems. (Page 10, col. 2, lines 
41-47; DynamicAccess could be used on a variety of operating system.) 

18. Referring to claim 4, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 3, DynamicAccess has further taught determining an operating system 
type for the computer; and generating the location values by interpreting the location 
settings for the operating system type for the computer. (Page 10, paragraph 18 already 
stated that the invention could be applied to a variety of operating systems, therefore 
when the configuration file is sent from the administrator to the client, the operating 
system must be determined, and the location values must be generated by interpreting the 
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location settings for the operating system type for the computer, so the location settings 
for this particular operating system could be configured into this particular computer.) 

19. Referring to claim 5, Dynamic Access in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 4, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the interpreting step is 
performed by referring to program logic which translates the location settings into 
location values as a function of the operating system type for the computer. (Page 10, 
paragraphs 19 already stated that the invention could be applied to a variety of operating 
systems, and there must have program logic to translate the location settings into location 
values for the computer.) 

20. Referring to claim 6, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 5, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings 
specify Internet settings. (Page 10 Col 1, lines 17-22.) 

21. Referring to claim 7, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 5, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings 
specify an internet protocol address, a domain name server configuration, a gateway and 
a WINS configuration. (Page 10 Col 1, lines 17-22.) 

22. Referring to claim 8, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 5, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings 
specify dialing settings or local area network settings. (Page 10 Col 1, lines 17-22.) 

23. Referring to claim 9, DynamicAccess has taught a method for providing user's client 
computer with configuration settings, the method comprising the steps of: 
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a. specifying a location name for the user's client computer (page 10, col 1, lines 17- 
33, the location name must be specified, since the location setting is provided for 
this specific location;) 

b. specifiying location settings corresponding to the location name (page 10, col 1, 
lines 17-33;) 

c. sending the configuration to the use (page 10, col 1, lines 4-8.) 
DynamicAccess however has not explicitly taught the configuration is sent to the user 

through e-mail. 

However, Davis has explicitly taught that any non-text file could be included with an 
e-mail message as attachment. (Col 12, lines 43-45.) 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the main purpose 
of the invention is to allow the administrator to send configuration file to the client's 
computer. And e-mail attachment has been a well-known method to send file from one 
computer to another. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for a person with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to create an e-mail containing location settings encoded in 
an attachment, and send the e-mail and to the user as taught by Davis, because e-mail 
attachment has been a well-known method to communicating files between computers. 
24. Referring to claim 10, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 9, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings are 
generically defined so as to apply to a variety of operating systems. (Page 10, col. 2, lines 
41-47; DynamicAccess could be used on a variety of operating system.) 
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25. Referring to claim 11, Dynamic Access in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 10, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings 
specify Internet settings. (Page 10 Col 1, lines 17-22.) 

26. Referring to claim 12, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 10, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings 
specify an internet protocol address, a domain name server configuration, a gateway and 
a WINS configuration. (Page 10 Col 1, lines 17-22.) 

27. Referring to claim 13, DynamicAccess in views of Davis have taught an invention as 
described in claim 10, DynamicAccess has further taught wherein the location settings 
specify dialing settings or local area network settings. (Page 10 Col 1, lines 17-22.) 

28. Referring to Claims 14-21, Claims 14-21 encompass the same scope of the invention as 
that of the Claims 1-8. Therefore, the Claims 14-21 are rejected for the same reason as 
the Claims 1-8. 

29. Referring to Claims 22-26, Claims 22-26 encompass the same scope of the invention as 
that of the Claims 9-13. Therefore, the Claims 22-26 are rejected for the same reason as 
the Claims 9-13. 



Conclusion 

30. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of claims, 
the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art disclosed by 
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the references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how the amendments 
avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1(c). 

31. Lenz, US Patent Number 6,029,196, has taught an automatic client configuration system 
the provides administrator the ability to configure every client in a network with one file. 

32. Frantz, US Patent Number 6,003,070, has taught an e-mail system and interface for 
equipment monitoring and control. 

33. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3391. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am to 
5:00 pm. 

34. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sheikh Ayaz R can be reached on (703) 305-9648. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 
for regular communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

35. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Liang-che Alex Wang J>3 
December 24, 2002 
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